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Upcoming Events  

January 22  

Membership Tea at 

Maria õs House 

February 25  

Taste ôn Tell at Sharon õs 

House 
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Dear Chi Am Circle Ladies,  

Welcome to 2017, a year that no Chi Am member will be left behind.  We have programs in mind 

that will encompass the interests of all and programs that are considered to be ageless.  

Chi Am Circle is the closest to a sisterhood that you can find in this day and age. Where else  

would you find an organization outside of college that would be composed of a group of ladies 

who exhib it  an attitude of "one for all and all for one"?  

We have many newer members that have stepped up and are willing to give up their time each 

month to attend the 2017 Chi Am Board meetings. They a re Ginger, Carol, Shirley, Mary A nn, 

Joyce, Liza, Leslie, and Kelly.  

2016 Board members that have consented to remain on the 2017 Board of Directors, in order to 

make a smooth transition, are Teddy, Helen Y, Mar ia, Laura, Birdie, Sharon, Linda, Marichu, 

Jenny, and Rose L. We are grateful that they are willing to continue to share their respective 

expertise with Chi Am Circle in order to  maintain a healthy and viable organization.  

In 2017, there will be the usual set programs that are traditional to Chi Am Circle. The program 

Co Chairs, Liza Wong and Leslie Tomihiro, are seeking new and innovative programs that would 

take into consideration the dynamics of the whole membership .  

One goal this year is to concentrate  on member fellowship. We will entertain new ways to involve 

more Chi Am ladies in our social and community designated programs. Any good relationship 

requires the participation on both sides. The 2017 Board will suggest to the Membership, 

Program, and Hos pitality Co Chairs to work together to fulfill this task.  

We are happy to say that we will continue our outreach to the community through our scholarship 

programs and participation with other nonprofit  organizations. This can only remain successful 

by contributions received from the membership as individuals and fr om outsiders who believe in 

Chi Amõs service to others.*  

The Board of Directors will continue in 2017, to serve the members of Chi Am Circle. There will 

be a revised Chi Am Circle membership form and a survey to express your viewpoint of how the 

Board can serve its members and how the members can serve Chi Am Circle. The form and 

survey will be distributed to all  members at the Membership Tea being held at Maria Lu õs 

beautiful Los Altos home on Sun day, January 22, 2017. **  

Goals for 2017 

¶ Letõs all be active members  

¶ Letõs reach out to one another  

¶ Letõs reach out to the community  

¶ Letõs make Chi Am Circle greater  

Great minds have purposes; others have wishes  

We cannot all be great, but we can attract ourselves to a great cause 

A Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 2017!!  

Warmest Regards,  

Sylvia and Eva  

Co-Presidents   

  *see Sponsorship article pg 5  

       **see Membership Tea article pg 7  
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What a beautiful dining room at China Stix Restaurant when members and guests arrived at 11:30 am on Saturday Dec. 3 , 2016 

to celebrate our annual Installation Luncheon .  83 ladies and gentlemen showed up amid the oohs and aah s to see a room filled 

with colorful seasonal decorations and festively wrapped door prices.  The celebration started with fond memories  from the two 

out -going presidents,  Teddy Sue and Helen Yamauchi.  They were presented with beautiful artistic glass pen dants designed by 

world famous glass designer 

Yang Wei Shan from Taiwan. 

The out -going Board Members 

also received unusual ceramic 

soy sauce bottles for their hard 

work.  

The high light of the event was 

a fun game of getting to know 

the new Board Members c reated 

by Linda Toda: matching the 

ladies' baby pictures with their 

names.  Helen Yamauchi won 

the prize of a Lenox Christmas 

serving plate.   

Gloria Hom ushered in the new 

Board with a beautiful candle 

light ceremony and new 

presidents Sylvia Eng and Eva W ong promised the members an exciting year of activities and challenges for the year of 2017.  The 

festivities ended ahead of schedule amid echoes of Happy Holidays!   

 

The committee co -chairs would like to thank the following members who came through to mak e the event memorable:  

Kelly Matsuura for registration and wrapping the party 

favors; Linda Toda for designing the program layout, 

printing and creating the game; Cleo Jong for organizing the 

candle light ceremony; Sherri Haslam & Maggie Zheng for 

reception; Fran Quon & Pinky Chan for door prizes runner ; 

Wanda Ching & Rose Low for photography .  

 

Mabel Lai  & Jeanie Wu 

Installation Lunch Co -Chairs  

December 2016  

 
 
 
 

Installation Lunch
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                         At Sharon Lai õs Beautiful Home  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          

 

~ Marichu Scanlon 

 
 

 
 

 

2016 & 2017Board Retreat  

I kept laughing still at the 

photos!  Boy, that event was a LOT OF 

FUN!!! 

Thanks Ladies for the amazing year 

and for your friendship.  This has been 

the best club I've ever joined. 
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Chi Am Circle Launches 2017 Scholarship Program to Include 

Scholarships for Autism Spectrum Disorder Students  

For the past 40 years, Chi Am Circle õs Scholarship Program for Asian American high school graduating seniors has focused on 

students who were planning to attend an accredited two - or four -year college. The majority of the scholarships awarded will 

continue to be for these college -bound applicants.  

However, Chi Am Circle believes that every stu dent, regardless of ability or assets, deserves to be recognized. Newly established 

for 2017, Chi Am Circle will be expanding its Scholarship Program  mission to extend recognition s cholarship awards to Autism  

Spectrum Disorder (ASD) students based on special gifts, talents, skills, ach ievements  or academics. These awards will provide 

funds to support further schooling, training, and education.   

A separate application and selection process for ASD applicants is being  finalized.  ASD applications will be included in our 

Scholarship Program application announcement and website links to local high school and community college counselors.  Also, 

information will be sent to community -based organizations working with ASD students.  

ASD Applicants must meet all t he following requirements:  

¶ Current high school senior student on diploma path or  

    Student on an Individual Education Plan (IEP) and Certificate of Completion path under 22 years of age  

¶ Autism Spectrum Disorder (DSM -5 diagnosis)  

¶ Be a U.S. Citizen or legal resident  

¶ Reside in Santa Clara County, California or be the child/grandchild of a Chi Am  member 

¶ Be of Asian descent as defined by the California Dept. of Education,  

   http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/dc/es/refaq.asp#q1  

¶ Qualify by one of the following paths : 

 1) Enhancement of a special gift, talent, skill, or achievement - OR -  

         2) Provide educational pathway plans (i.e., college ( 2 year or 4 year),  

           vocational training, internship, apprenticeship)  

All awardees must attend the annual sch olarship dinner to receive their award.  If they wish to do so, ASD awardees have the 

option to make a 1 minute speech before receiving their awards. The dinner will be held in mid -May at a venue in Santa Clara 

County.  

A separate Scholarship Sponsorship ca tegory for Scholarships for ASD Students has already been set up, and funding for these 

ASD Scholarships is currently available.  

The ASD Selection Committee includes Sylvia Eng, Gerrye Wong, Liza Wong, Pearl Lee, and Teddy Sue.  We are grateful for and 

deeply appreciate the guidance of Pearl õs son, Dr. Lance Lee, in helping us set up the initial application process and format and 

for his continuing support and encouragement.  Members interested in serving on the ASD Selection Committee are asked to 

contact Sylvia Eng ( scrseng@gmail.com) or Liza Wong (liza.wong@earthlink.net).  

Anyone with application questions can email them to scholarshipapp@chiamcircle.org . 

Please encourage all eligible students to apply.  Thank you for your support and your help in providing a more hopeful future  for 

students of all abilities.  

  

Teddy Sue 

Co-Parliamentarian  

 

mailto:scrseng@gmail.com
mailto:scholarshipapp@chiamcircle.org
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Dear Chi Am Sisters,  
  

Hope everyone had wonderful Christmas  and New Year !  Letõs start off 2017 with 

thoughts of happiness, good health and wishes  for a productive and memorable 

year for all!  Let õs also remember to help support Chi  Amõs important goal of 

providing scholarships for college bound students.    

We hope you will consider making a donation to Chi  Amõs 2017 Scholarship 

Fund.   You have unti l March 31, 2017 to donate to the 2017 scholarship awards.  

We encourage the membership to make a positive difference by supporting those 

wonderful and deserving students to  enrich their lives and help  them achieve 

their educational dreams and goals.   A num ber of donations have already been received and we THANK YOU and 

appreciate your kind generosity!  

Please make donations accordingly,  as indicated below:  

1)      Online donations at  www.chiamcircle.org  

2)      Checks payable to Chi Am Circle and mail to:  

       Chi Am Circle (Scholarship Program)  

        P.O. Box 2756 

        Cupertino, CA   95014 

Chi Am Circle is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Donations in any  amount  are greatly appreciated.   A tha nk 

you/acknowledgement letter will be issued upon receipt of your donation.         

 

Ginger Lai & Carol Yiu  

Co-Chairs, Scholarship Sponsorship  

 

 

 

 

Scholarship Contributions  

http://www.chiamcircle.org/
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The 2017 Chi Am scholarship application for Santa Clara County high school 

seniors of Asian descent is now available on our website 

(http://chiamcircle.org/service.html#SCH ). This is a very competitive 

program. The $1000 - $5000 scholarships are sponsored by Chi Am Circle as 

well as community members dedicated to education.  They are awarded based 

on a variety of factors including  academic achievement, community service, 

and significant extracurricular activities such as work, performing arts, and 

athletics. The selection criteria for many scholarships are designated by the 

sponsor. Financial need is one criterion for several schol arships, but there 

are also others awarded for academic merit regardless of need. Awardees 

must attend  the annual scholarship dinner to receive the award. The dinner 

is held in mid -May at a venue in the county.  

Applicants must meet all of the following r equirements:                                                       

¶ Be a high school senior in the Class of 2017  

¶ Have a minimum 3.3 GPA during high school  

¶ Be a U.S. citizen or legal resident  

¶ Reside in Santa Clara County, California or be the child or 

grandchild of a Chi Am member  

¶ Be college-bound and be able to show proof of acceptance to an 

accredited junior or four -year college (Exception: If you are a 

special needs student, as defined by Section 504 of the 

Education Code, you may attend vocational t raining.)  

¶ Be of Asian descent as defined by CA Dept.  of Education, 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/dc/ es/refaq.asp#q1  

 

The deadline is earlier this year than in past years. It is March 10, 2017 . Please encourage any high school seniors 

who meet the above requirements to apply.  

Questions? Email scholarshipapp@chiamcircle.org  . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Chi Am Circle Club Scholarship 

Application Now Available!  

http://chiamcircle.org/service.html#SCH
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/dc/es/refaq.asp#q1
mailto:scholarshipapp@chiamcircle.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiP4ZTJx5jRAhVBCmMKHSfZDxkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.medford.k12.or.us/Page/2387&psig=AFQjCNGzhrreIthecz5JPn8hT1LbjK5mVg&ust=1483071859724289
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMoP61yZjRAhVPz2MKHVx6CwMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/scholarship-cliparts/&psig=AFQjCNE33zs4pFfWp2cSMIaTOeQiQDiDIA&ust=1483072376915347
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